
Year 5 – Autumn 2  

Theme/Unit: Christmas: the two birth narratives  

Key concept: Interpretation  

 

 

Step1: Inquire : What does interpretation mean?  

Date:  

Retrieval Task (Autumn 2 Year 4 – symbols)  



 

Insert images of retrieval task sheets 

 

 

“ I can see a trophy” (AEH)  

“I can see 2 people staring at each other”  

“I think it looks more like 2 cliffs” (GC)  

 “We tried to draw over the image to show the old woman  but Mrs. 

Boucher still couldn’t see it!”  

“I can see 2 birds flying behind each other”  



“I can see a bird being chased by the car out of batman – it looks like a bat wing”  

“It looks like a face”  

Insert images of paired activity  

 

Images of group activity  

 

 

 

As a class, we discussed what the word ‘interpretation’ meant to us. Then we 

researched the definition of the word.  

 

 

Retrieval Task (Year 4 – Autumn 2)  

 

Step 2 – Contextualise:  

What does interpretation mean in the birth narratives?  

 

We looked at  the two birth narratives — Matthew’s and Luke’s —  and 

established that they are not exactly the same .  

Christians believe both tell the truth about Jesus, but each writer tells the 

story in a different way and for a different purpose. This is where the key 

concept interpretation  comes in.  

In RE, interpretation  means:  

• Understanding a story in a particular way , 

• Deciding what the story means , 

• Explaining why two people (or writers) might tell the same event 

differently.  



We discussed each one in groups and started to pick out some of the similarities  and 

differences.  

 

Add in some more pictures   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Nativity play that we do 

at school is kind of a combination of both the narratives then?”  



 

 

 

Step 3 – Evaluate:  

What is the value of the different interpretations to Christians?  

 

We recapped the birth narratives of Matthew and Luke. We worked in groups to 

discuss the statements and sort into Matthew or Luke.  

 

We talk ed about how in each story, Jesus is portrayed differently.  

5B – “Matthew – he is treated like a King and Luke – he is for everyone”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Task  

We sorted the statements into what 

a Christians would think about the 

two stories.   

We placed them on a scale from 

would it matter – not matter.  



Step 4 – Communicate: What does interpretation mean to me?  

Recap – what is interpretation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paired Task  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We looked at some different images of the 2 birth narratives.  

 

Which ones do you like / dislike?  

 

Which ones do you think Christians will like/dislike? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


