
Computing evidence  

 

Spring 1- Search Engines  

 

Lesson 1: Searching basics (9.1.26) 

 

LO: To understand what a search engine is and how to use it. 

 

Pre assessment-  

 

 

Our first task was a race to open the school website.  

We then discussed our methods – some of us opened up edge and found google, before typing in the school 

name. Some of us used the search bar in edge to find the school website.  

 



    

  

 

We then had another race to see who could open Horrible Histories the quickest.  

 

After we spoke about search engines and named different types.  

 

 

   
We used these to help find websites that linked to our history topic of earliest civilisations.  



   

 

Main activity.  

We choose 3 different search engines and used this to search a civilisation (linked to our 

History topic) 



  

 

 

We found that some search engines produced the same results such as Wikipedia and BBC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson 2:  

• To be aware that not everything online is true. (16.9.26) 
 

 

   

 

We then watch a commercial from Burger King and discussed what we saw.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not real (DJ) 

 

Been changed by 
someone (ID) 

 

May be real- but 
not something 
sold in Burger 
king(EP) 

 

Fake- not 
something you 
have seen  

 



 

 

 

 

Main task-  

 

 

Before looking at the website in detail there was lots of confusion- children were questioning 

why there would be a tree octopus. They used their knowledge to explain their reasoning why 

they knew this was a true website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson 3 (24.1.2026) 

• To search effectively. (covered by supply and HLTA) 
We began the lesson by playing bingo- the definition was said and we had to cross off the 

key word 

 
 

 

 

We watched a video clip which explained how to use a search effectively  

 

 
 

Before going through the quiz  



   

 

Once we had learnt about the effectiveness of key words we used a safe search engine to 

research all about an ancient civilisation (Ancient Sumer, Indus Valley, Ancient Egyptians and 

Shang Dynasty) 

 

   

  

 

What are the ancient 
Egyptians famous for? 

What were the 
houses like in 

Shang Dynasty? 



Lesson 4-  To create an informative poster. 

   

 

 

•   
• Was this fair? 

• Why? 

• Why not? 

  

We then spoke about the following: 

• Have you ever taken an image that you found on Google? 

• Did you ask the person who designed it or took the photo? 

• Should you share it? 

Most children were able to explain how that they had all taken a picture from online maybe 

for their homework or a poster but they did not ask permission. They were unaware that this 

was something that needed to happen.  

 

This is not fair because they 
did not create it, yet they are 

getting the credit for it 

Why should they get 
paid for something 

they did not create? 



We then Watched: Creativity, copyright and fair use. 

This video clipped taught us all about copyright. We then used the information that we had 

found out to create our own posters.  

 

   

https://video.link/w/Owdad


   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 5- To understand how search engines work 

 

  Can be used to search information about the past 

(LR) 

You have to be specific with what you ask to search. (DK) 

If you miss important information/ a letter it might come up with something else (ID) 

Not all search engines give you the same sites (CD) 

You have to be careful – spell it correctly (AV) 

Some websites are not as reliable.  

You need to be careful not to copyright- you can’t just copy someone’s work without giving 

them the credit (HB) 

 

Attention grabber: we were given a non-fiction book and asked to write a question that we 

thought we would be able to find the answer to inside. We were then given time to see if we 

could find the answer. We found out that not all of our questions were inside the book and it 

took us quite a long time to find the answer we were looking for.  

 

    



    

 

We then watched a video about how google works. Google - How 'search' works and then we 

became web crawlers by finding items placed around the room.  

  

 

https://video.link/w/VXY4c


     

   

We added up the scores and ranked. This taught us how that it is similar to how Google’s 

PageRank works. Webpages are (amongst other things) rated by their quantity, quality and 

proximity to find the ‘best’ ones, which then go to the top of a search page.  

 


